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ie that walketh with wiſe Men ſhall be wiſe; but a 
cCcCompanion of Fools ſhall be geſtroyed. © 


powerful Inſtrument of Good or Evil; it has 
eyer had a mighty Influence on the Conduct of 
and the Vice and Vertue of the World, 
has ever great meaſure been owing to it. The Re- 
gulation therefore of it did in all Ages demand the ut- 
moſt Prudence and Caution, but ſurely in none more 
than in this of ours: Now, if ever, it is neceſſary for us 
t tocxhort all that have a concern for their own Souls, 
'- * — toſhun the way of the Sinner, and refrain their Feet 
rom the Path ot the Wicked. Now, if ever tis neceſ- 
* Ffary for us to exhort all that fear the Lord, to unite and 
combine themſelves for the defence of his Honour, for || * 
the Security of their own Souls, and if it be poſſible for 
the giving a Check to Sin, and propagating Holineſs 
in this impious Generation; for now the number an 
confidence of Sinners increaſes daily; Atheiſm and Pro- 
haneneſs ſpread like a Leproſy; there is nothing in 
Example, nothing in Diſcourſe, that ſpeaks us Chri- 
ſtians; we ſeem to have quitted, not only the Morals, 
but the Principles of the Goſpel, and have degenerated: 
ſo far fromthe Modeſty, Purity, Sanctity and Dignity 
of Chriſtian Converſation, that the leaſt Air of Seriouſ- 
neſs and Gravity, begins to look ſingular and unfaſhion- 
able: ſo that what is worſt of all, whilſt the Wicked 
Publiſh their Sin as Sodom, and hide it not, Religion 
ſeems to want Aſſurance, to diſtruſt its own Cauſe, and 
do be in a manner out of Countenanceevety where, but 
in the Cloſet and the Temple; and we are in danger in 


„little while to ee Men more aſhamed of Vertue; than 
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| lam only to mind you, that Wiſdom and Goodneſs, | 
$5. wa 4 45-03 ant . 1 „ „ £414.45, oþ SPA +." ; 
Folly and Sin, are Tetms <quivalent inthe Language k 
the Scripture, and particularly of this Book of Proverþsz. | 
and that to make up the Antitheſis or Oppoſition; be- 
tween the two Parts of this Verſe entire and full; we | 
muſt read it thus; He that keeps Company with the vertuousÞ | 
and good, will himſelf be vertnou and bappy : but be that 1 
1 


es. 2 with the vicious, will be vicious and niſerabled 
| The Text then contains theſe tivo Propoſitions. , . 
I. That Men generally become ſuch as the Companj they Keep: 
II. That Happineſs « the natural Reſalt or Fruit of Holi- 
: = Wh therefore inſiſt on each of theſe Doctrines, and "M 
r | «5 a 6 
III. Give you two or three Rules for our due Conduct in | 
reference ro. SF. 
I. That Men are generally ſuch as their Acquaintance and | 
Familiars are. This is afhrmi'd in my Text. no leſs with' - 
reference to good, than bad Company: There is one 
general and plain Reaſon for this; All Men are natu4 - - | 
rally Lovers of themſelves, and therefore the moſt effe- þ 
tual way of endearing and obliging one another, is b 7 
mutual Reſpects and Compliances; No Man caſi make - ! 
his Court more effectually to another, than by falling in 
with him in Opinion and Practiſe, approving his Judg- 1 


went, and obſerving his Inclinariors; this is that which 7 
„ flatters our Self- love, the predominant Principle in our, 4 
— Natures; this is that which renders Society agreeable; 4 

and Friendſhip laſting, which is never to be hop'd for, 


wlicre Mens Principles and Humours are incomſiſtent } 
and incompatible: Eet we can be pleasd our ſelves; ot 
pleaſe others, we muſt be mutually faſhioned or miould- 
ed into an Agreement, atid Conformity of Principles } 
and Morals, we muſt be acted and govern'd by the fam: 
Affections and Inclinations; and moy'd and led hy the \ 
lame Deferes and Paſſions, This is ſo far the univerſal — 

Fa: Je 


— 


4 
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Wien by the Intimacies they maintain; and he is thought 
. to have forfeited all Pretenſion to good Senſe or good 


2 
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vation; All a& and judge by this Rule; we eſtimate 


Breeding, who does not ſtifle thoſe Sentiments, and ſup- 


Preſs thoſe Inclinations which are apt to ſhock the Com- 


pany he is in, or give any Diſturbance, or Diſguſt to 


huis Friends. From hence the Propoſition laid down 


follows with undeniable Evidence, That Men are genes 


rally ſuch at their Companions are: For that Society will 


foon be diſſolv'd, where we reap no Satisfaction from 


it; and we can reap none where there is no Agreement 


in our Notions and inclinations. BE, 
Bur char this Truth, which is of the higheſt conſe- 
quence, may be the more deeply imprinted, I will pro- 
cced to a more diſtinct and particular Illuſtration of it: 
And firſt of the Influence good Company has on us to- 
wards making us Wiſe and Good; there are two things 
in Wiſe Men which never fail to work upon their Friends 


and Acquaintance : Firſt, Good Diſcourſe ; Secondly, 


Good Examples. | 

I. Then as to Good Diſcourſes; how manifeſt is the 
Tendency of this? What Light, what Strength, what 
Pleaſure does it miniſter? How does it awaken the Con- 


ſcience and purify the Heart? How does it quicken us 


when we languiſh 2 How does it recall and reduce us 
when we begin to forget our ſeves, and lay aſide a wiſe 
Sobriety of Mind and Holy Fear? How does it raiſe us 
when we {ink and growel, and how often does it kind le 
in us wiſe Deſires and holy Purpoſes? Thus Solomon ob- 
ſer ves, That the Lips of the wiſe diſperſe knowledge, Prov. 
15. 7. and the New Teſtament tell us, concerning this 
kind of Diſcourſe, that it minifters grace to the bearer; 
that it edifies and builds us up in our holy Faith : And the 

Diſciples going to Emaus remark, writ Lite and Spirit 


there was in the Converſation of our Lord, Did not our 
hearts barn within ut while he talÞd to us on the way, and 
ovbile he open d to tu the Scriptures, Luke 24. 32. Now, tho 

| | 5 a no 


at it has clcap'd no. bodies. obſer- 


P * 
— 
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no Words can ever be impregnated with the ſame Force . 
and Energy with which our Lord's were, yet certain | 
when God and our great Mediator, when the Riches of 
Divine Grace, when Righteouſneſs and Heaven are the 
Subject of our Diſcourſe, hen our Language flows trom 
the Heart, aud is animated by a Vital 3 mental 
Senſe of that we talk of, when it has all the Advantages; 
which a true Friendſhip, and known Integrity, and the 


molt favourable Opportunities can give it: Such  Dif- 


courſe can never fail of moving and affecting us. 
2. From Diſcourſe I paſs on to Example; and here 
tis certain, that Vertue never appears ſo beautiful and 
lovely as in Action: Thar it is repreſented with much 
more Life, i ne practice of a wiſe and good Man, than 
it can be in Rules and Precepts; that the Notions we 
torm of Duty from the Lives of others, axe generally 
more correct and juſt, than thoſe which we form even 
from the Scriptures themſelves; for we. are apt to bend 
| and accommodate the Rule a little in favour of our: 
ſelves, but we never do ſo in tavour of others. That the 
Exccllencics and Perfections of a Friend, are very ſtromg 
Incitements to Emulation, and very ſenſible Reproofs 
of our Remiſſneſs and comparative Batręnneſs and Un- 
profitablenels ; and on the other ſide, his Defects are 
excellent Leſſons of Gaution and Watchfulnefs. Tis 
laſtly certain, that whatever Beauty, and Lovelineſs 
there be in Vertue, it receives a new. Acceſſion from the 
Example of my Friend, whoſe Integrity I know, and 
the Eſteem and Affection I have for him is apt to beger 
in me a value for every thing he approves, and inclines 


; mc to be pleagd with what he docs. But theſe Argu- 
5 ments are tog many and too copious to be dwelt on. I 
1 content my felf therefore only to have mention'd them, 
| 5n4 will lay before you but this one ſingle Confiderati- 
* on: A good Life in a Compas ion is certainly a mighty 
4 Motive and Encouragement tous; for while we behold” 
25 our Friends diſcharging the parts of good Chriſtians, we. 


_— 


{ce in them not only what we ought to do, bit what we 
A 2 | may 


Mio ir Condemns. 


ay do. Whatever is poſhble to hem 


* 
. 


em we have plain Demonſtration of the Truth and 
Power of Religion; We can no longer imagine that 


other Aſhiſtances than what we have, or may have, In 


* « 


ner Pretence or Name; Under theſe Convictions we 
ſhall either come to a Reſolution our 1 57 to do dur 


Huty, or ſhall ſuffer the daily Reproaches of our own 
Ainds. This is the natural Influence of Example; it In- 
Aructs, it Reproves, Exhorts, and if it doth not Pre- 
| hus St. Paul, Heb. 12. I. Wherefore 
ms compaſrd about with ſuch a cloud of Witneſſes, let us lay 


fide every weight, and the Sin that does ſo eaſily beſet uu. 


And Tet as run with patience the race that s ſet before ws. 
There the Apoſtle e that if the Faith and 
Patience of Martyrs and C 


is poſſible to ug 
$00; for ti are clad with the fame Frailtiesand Paſ- | 
ions; expesd to the ſame / Temptations, and have no 


Faith is a meer Speculation or Amuſement, or Vertuea, 


nfeſſors, do not move us to, 


imitate their Vertues, they will certainly ſerve to up- 


and Friends, cannot but have as much Force and Power 
in them, as thoſe of the Dead: Nay, much more for 
the Reaſons I have already ſuggeſted. Will not our 
own Hearts be apt to reaſon thus with us, on every Re- 
feCcion we make on the Vertues of our Friend; What 
am] doing? Can he and I go to the ſame place at laſt 2 


ne purſues a Crown by Works of Faith, and ſhall | 


Obtain it by the Works of Darkneſs? he ſeeks a Hea- 
pes by the labour of Love, and the patience of 3 
amd fha)l I gain it by Sloth and Idleneſs, by Senſuality 
and Looſneſs 2 he mortifies the Body while i indulge it; 
he prays and contends, and paſſes his Life in holy fear, 
While 1 am catelefs and nnconcerned about a future! 


ſtate. His Conduct is regular, his Diſcouſe heavenly, 

. — 64 0 =” . « 3 o 8 4. 

the bent of his Soul is towards that which is good; but 

how little do I mind theſe things; How hard is it for 
Me not to jet him fee that I ain wholly ſet 9 the 
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pfraid and condemn us at the laſt Day; and certainly- 
the Exemples of the Living, and thoſe our Familiars 
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Pleaſures and Profits of thi World ? What do I mean? 
am I indeed in the right, and he in the wrong ? is Reli- 
gion indeed but a well deviſed Fable 2 Alas! I ſee the  ! 
contrary. I fee that there is Truth and Reaſon on his 
fide; I canhot but reverence him, and think him happy; 
I cannot but own that he follows his Reaſon, I my Luſt 
and Fancy. How uneaſie theſe kind of Soliloquies muſt 
be, and how naturally they will end, either in reform- 
irig aur Follies, or in breaking off an quitting a Conver- 
ſation which gives us ſo much trouble, you cannot but ſee. 
1 have done with the Influence of good Corrpany,: I am 
next to conſider that of bad. This Subject, after what 1 
have in general ſaid, does not require long inſiſting on. 
Daily Experience is too plain, too ſad a preot of this 
Truth, That Sin is catching and Infectious: That Hu- 
man Nature is ſo prone to Evil, that it needs very little 
n Temptation or Incovragement to it ; Thar ill Principles 
and Practiſes are ſoou propagated ; and if they find any 
Countenance and Approbation from thoſe we converſe 
with, they will eally bear down all the Oppoſition 
which the Modeſty of a Civil Education, the weak Im- 
preſhons of Reputation or Decency, or the Checks of 
Natural Reaſon can raife againſt them; nay, Holineſs 
it ſelf, unleſs wel grown, and deeply rooted, can ſcarce- 
ly reſiſt the Contagion which ill Company ſpreads. 
Can a Man ( faith Solumen ) take fire into be Boſom, and b 
Cloaths not be burnt ? Prov. G. 27. And evil Communication 
( faith St. Paul) corrupts good Manny, | Cor. 15. but we 
ſhall be more ſenſible of the pernicious Effects of 211 
Company, it we conlider theſe two or three Things. 
I. Sin is the Cement of the Friendſhips and Intima- 
cies of Sinners; Vice is the Subiect of their Converiati- 
on, and ſome Senſuality or other, makes up the Diver- 
ſion and Entertainment of ſuch Company. And how 
can it be otherwiſe * O of the abundance of the hears the 
mouth. ſpeaketh, Matth. 12. 32. What can the Mouth utter 
but Sin and Folly, when the Heart is full of Wanton- 
ves, Luſt, Pride, Envy » 2 » Sottiſame or 
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Vahtity2 what but polluted Streams can flow from 2 


polluted Fountain? what but Evil 5 an Evil Man 
t 


bring forth out of the evil Treaſure of the Heart ? Matth. 
12. 35. how hard is it then even for a good Man 


to maintain the Charity and Dignity of his Mind, where 


Cenſutes and Slanders, malicious Wit or Trifling and 
Impertinence, make up the Converſation? How hard 
$ ir, even for ſuch a one to preſerve the Purity and So- 

Triety of his Mind? where Riot and Luxury is the Bu- 
fineſs they meet about; where Pride and Oſtentat ion of 
Life is the thing only admir'd ; and nothing has any fa- 
vour in it, that is wiſe or good, devout or humble: 
And if a vertuous Perfon can in ſuch Company ſcarce 
keep is Ground, how eaſily are thoſe borne away by the 
Scream, who are of themſelves but roo prone to Evil, 
and too fond of Temptation. 

2. Il Company does naturally inſtil and propagate 
vicious Principles, worldly Maxims , ſenſual, carnal 
Improvements: Here we are furniſhed with ObjcEtions® 
againſt God aud Providence, with Excuſes and Apolo- 
ies for Sin; herc we learn to ridicule Religion and Con- 
{cience, ar diſpute our ſelves out of all Senſe and Duty. 
*Tis of this ſort of Communication St. Paal ſpeaks,when 
nc faith, That it Corrupt s good manners, And at this Day, 
thoſe Errors which fret likea Canker and conſume cvery 
thing thatis wile and ſerious in us, have multi _ 10 


beyond Meaſure, that they are no longer the encloſure of 


ſome few Pretenders to Freedom and Reaſon, but the 
fooliſheſt and mcaneſt, as well as the molt viciaus part 
of Mankind are decply ting'd with them. | 

3. I Company creates Confidence in Sin; a cuſtom 
of talking unconcernedly and looſely docs naturally 
make way for careleſneſs and liberty in our Actipus; 
and if we repeat either often, we ſhall ſoon grow bold 
and ſtupid in Sin: for if we neglect ro make any Refle- 
Qion upon our Words or Actions, we ſhall be inſenſib- 
by betrayed into a hardneſs ot Heart, or if (what is worle) 
we be driven by the Reproaches of our Conſcience up- 
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| AMES. an, a 
on Reflection to take Sanctuary in the Cheats and im- 
| poſtures, whether Vulgar or more refin d, which Sin- 
ners are wont to put upon themſelves, we ſhall ſoon fink ©  * 
into prophaneneſs and Atheiſm. Having thus unfolded - . *! 
| to you the Truth of the firſt propofition, and ſhewd | 
you that Men become ſuch as their Company, Iam  : 


untrcaſonahle Paſſions, with the Guilt and the Terrors 
of the Lord; and what think we muſt be the reſult of. 


1 och in Another World ? Is the day of tbe: Helios: 3 
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de rigieous judgment of God, Rom. 8. 5. Mult the nature 
—— alterd that the Sinner — be ſav d? Mull a0 
Religion be an Impoſture, that Madneſs and Folly may 
prove Wiſdom? Muſt Reaſon be a meer Amuſement, 
that Luſt and Fancy may be infallible Guides? Muſt che - 
Judgment af another World contradict all our Senſe 
and Experience in this? That the little Railery and Sa- 


1 ,  Phiſtry of the Eoaſe and Vicious part of Mankind, may 
. n only thing that has Solidity and Weight in it? 


heſe are Things too abſurd and ridiculous to be fanci- 
ed. Iwill enlarge no longer ou a truth which is contro- 
verted by none, except the Prophane and Atheiſtical, 
but will on to the third Thing propoſ em. 

III. To give you ſome? Advice for your better Conduct, as 


to Society or keeping Company. This may be reduced to 


— 


three Heads: 


1. We muſt be uery cautious what Company we keep. 
2. We muſt endeavour to make tbe beſt uſe of it. 5 
3. We muff be fully perſwaded, that the due Government of 
our ſelves inthe point, & a matter of the higheſt moment. 
I. As to the firſt Rule: We muſt reje& the Aurho- 
rity of Scripture, if we refuſe to obſerve it, for this ex- 
preſly forbids us to affociate our ſelves with the wicked 
and vicious, Prov. 1. 14, 15. Enter not into the path of the 
wie ted, and go not into the way of evil men; avoid it, paſs 
wor by it; turn from it and paſi away. 2 Theſſ. 3. 6. Now we 
command you Brethren, in the name of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, 
that ye withdraw your ſelves from every Brot her that walks 
diſorderly, and not after the tradition which he received of us. 
1 Cor. 5. 11. But now I have written unto you not to keep. 
Company. If a Man that is called a Brother, be 4 Fornicator, 
or Coveteous, or an Idolater, or a Railer, or a Drunkard, or 
an Extortioner, with ſuch a one, no not to eat. Nor do the 


— 


Examples of Holy Man deviate in this point, from the 


Preceprs and Exhortations of the Spirit. Pſal. 26. 4, 5. 
J bave not ſate with vain perſons, neither will I go in with 
dffemblers. E have hated the congregation. of evil doers, and 


oy 


ther good Men, they did equally cayet good, and-thun 
evil Com any. Thus Mel. 3. 16,3 en wickedneſs gboynd- 
ed, then they that feared the Lord ial d en an to, another. 
And in the fitft tim ih Bake at 
QL FOE es Of ſeſ 


macy and Dearne! 


7 "ves 


y with 


nay, Wo God and his Son Jeſus. Man may 


meet 
he may enjoy Communion with bim, like David, is 
bis Beg-chamber, or Foſeph in the Dungeay, The Promiſe, 
| Fabn 12.23. is not limited to place; F a Al love me be 

wil keep my words, and my Eęiber will love lim; and we 
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like Iſaac, in the Fields, ol Moſes inthe Deſart ; 
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eee to bang an nns le our. abode.with Bim. But on 
the other hand; in the Company of the wicked we ſhall 
'  - 'neverfind God, nor ever feel any effects of his gracious 
! - Preſence, but ſnall be expoſed to the Attempts and Pra- 
'”  Qilcof Evil Spititszand to the Contagion of Vice. The 
N wiſe Man, obſerves, That it is better to live alone, than | 
with a Companion of a rough, intractable, and exaſ- © 
perating-/Temper : But I am ſurè there can be no Com- 
pany, how froward and rough ſocyer, fo fatal to our 
Happineſs, as that which inſtils Vanity —_ the Ad- 
vantages and Opportunities of Friendſhip: No Solitude 
can be-{o'diſmal or uncomfortable as that Society which 
infects the Heart, or darkens the Underſtanding ; no 
Provocation or Inſolence can be half ſo injurious,as that 
which tends to Softneſs or Debauchery, to the betraying 
us into a love of this World, and a forgetfulneſs of God. 
| £2.) This Objettion may have fome colour in a 
Pagan or a JewiſkWorld,but ſure it has none in a Chri- 
ſtian one. 1 of ky on 1 not yet left rH A 
Cottage in a Vincyard; our Feruſalem is not yet dege- 
nerated to the ee of Feruſalem of old, when God 
ſpoke thus of it in the Prophet, Fer. 5. 1. Run ye through 
the ſtreets of Feruſalem, and ſee now and know, and ſeek in the 
broad ſtreets thereof if ye can find a Man, if there be any that. 
executeth judgment, that ſeeketh the truth, &c. Nor need 
we yet pray with the Plalmiſt, Pfal. 12. 1. Help, O Lord, 
or the godly man ceaſeth; for the faithful fail from among the 
Children of Men : for the Servants of God are yet nume- 
rous; nor are they driven to their Secret Chambers, or 
to the Wilderneſs, or aſhamed ro own their Lord and 
Saviour, or to make an open Profeffion of the Hope 
] that is in them. . | 
I grant, will you ſay, that there are good Chriſtians, 
but they are not eaſily, they arc not every where to be 
found; but the Worſhippers of Pleaſure do every where 
ſwarm, every where —— us. There is an eaſie Re- 
medy for this: Do thy Duty with an humble and un- 
affected Confidence, with a ſteddy and . Re- 
. Fn {olution : 
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Good will love thee, but the Wicked will forſake'thee; - * 
they will ſhun thee, as Ghoſts are ſaid to do the Light + 
and Day; or as Hypocrites and Profligates did the do- 
ciety of the firſt Chriſtians ; and of the reſt durſt no mam 


* 


ſolution : Pur on the Garb of a Diſciple; ler the Air. f 
a Chriſtian. appear in every thing 't | 
ſayeſt ; let the brightneſs and beauty of Holineſs, that 


kar thou doft; or 


enriches and adorns the Soul, break forth ever andan 
on in thy Converſation ; and thon ſhak loon ſee that the 


joyn himfelf unto them, Acts 5. t3. Thou doſt too much 


du 


accommodate thy ſelf to the Modes and Humours of 


the World, and thisdraws upon thee the Company of 
the Impertinent and Vicious; *tis an earthly vaniſhing 


Splendor , about which theſe Moths and Night- flies 


flutter : *T'is Jet, not Gold and Diamond, thar is ſaid 


to attract Straws. LAS. | | 
(.) Bur laſtly, This Rule obliges us only as far as 


we can (the nearneſs of Relation or neceſſary Buſinefs, 
does ſometimes make it our Duty to Converſe with 


- thoſe which we otherwiſe would decline. And in this 


Caſe all that can be expected is) not to have any Fel- 
lowſhipor Communion with them in their Vices, but 


to diſcountenance or reprove them: And, as the World 


goes now, I think this Rule is to be extended no farther 
than to Intimacies and Familiarities, to volontary and 
choſen Acquaintance, not to Accidental Meetings or 
Occaſional Correſpondencies. But we muſt take care 
not to be too favourable and compliant in this Matter; 


the more Sin abounds, the leſs Diſcipline is or can be ex- 
erciſed; the more zealous ſhould we be in particular to 


do honour to Religion, and to fix a Mark of Shame 
and Infamy upon Vice. Never would this Rule be more 
ſcandaloufly trauſgreſꝰd, than if Prieſts and Prelates' 
ſhould court the Company and Favour of Atheiſts and 


Adulterers: Or Matrons and Virgins that of a wretch- 
ed Woman, whoſe State and Port is not more notori- 


ous than the Shame and Lewdneſs that maintains it. 


How can our Wives or Daughters think that there is 
any 
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Deſign of Society and Converſation among Chriſtians, Cer- | 


ed to the Sinner. 


. ' tainly that Man has a very mean and low Notion of Friend: | 
hip, who propoſes no other Ends than to Eat and to Drink to- 


gether, or to laugh and fool away our precious Moments. The 


Scripture points out to us much nobler Purpoſes and Deſigns 
dk Con verſation, when it tell us, That our Speech ſhould be 


ſuch a may adminiſter Grace; that we fhould build up one a- 
not her in aur holy Faith; that we ſhould comfort one anot her, 
ex bort one another continually, and ſo much the more, becauſe 
the day approaches, &c. and ſurely we are ſtrangely miſtaken, 
if we think that our Communication will loſe all guſt by be= 
ing directed to one of theſe ends. On the conttary, it would 


doubteleſs be as much more delightful as beneficial, if when 


we meet we were accuſtomed; inſtead of Cenſures and Refle= 
ctions, News and Impertitience, or Frothineſs and Lightneſs; 
to diſcourſe of ſome worthy and noble Subject, becoming the 
Genius and Hope of a Chriſtian: The Example of David 
confirms this Notion; he try'd and found that Friendſhip was 
both uſeful and pleaſant, whilſt it was maintain'd on the ſtock 


of Religion; My Companion, my Guide, my familiar Friend; 
we took ſweet Counſel together, and ivalked into the Houſe of 


God in company, Plal.55. 14, 15. 3 
To this it will be again objected, It will be very difficult 


at all times to find Matter and Occaſion for good Diſcourſe; 
I anſwer, Fir, I do not utterly and totally exclude the com- 


mom Accidents of Life, the Buſineſs and Affairs of it; nay, 
even Things of a pleaſant and divettive Nature, if modeſt and 


inoffenſive, from being ſometimes the Subject of Converſati- _ 


on; but, I ſay, Religion ought to be the main and great 
End of it. Secondly, Tis hard for me to conceive how a good 
Chriſtian ſhould often want either Matter or Opportunity for 
prous Diſcourſe, As fot Matter, he muſt ſuffer the Providence 
of God to paſs without any obſervation or remark, he muſt be 
a Stranger to the Works of Nature; he muſt be utterly un- 
tead in the Hiſtory of Human Affairs; he muſt be — 
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Fe the Book of God ; and be muſt have Tels p n 
of the Power and Operation of God's Word and Spirit upom 

his own Soul; he muſt have reflected very little on the Wilds _ 

of Satan, the Temptations of the World, and the Defects and 

Weakneſſes of Human Nature, who can want Matter fot 
o0d Diſcourſe. The Man of Letters, the Man of Bu- 

fiele the Man of Pleaſure, never wants Matter; Books 

I furniſh the one, Buſineſs the other, and their Vices and 

Diverſions the third. Tis ſtrange that the Chriſtian alone 
ſhould be barren. The Chriſtian, who is a Child of the Light, 
and of the Day, and ſhould abound in Wiſdom, and Under- 


ſtanding ! The Chriſtian, who has every hour Matters of 
: the higheſt Importance on his Hands! and who, finally, is 
5 entertain'd with more and richer Pleaſures than the moſt for- 
7 tunate Epicurean can pretend to. As to Occaſion or Opportu- 
1 nity of good Diſcourſe, did the Heart run that way, every 
T |} thing would afford it us. But alas? we rather ſhun than ſeelæ 
— Occaſions: and I know not by what ſtrange Error we have 
55 baniſh d all Matters of Religion out of Company; as if no- 
TH thing but Ignorance or Affectation could make a Man ſo im- 
; pertinent, as to talk of any thing that were pious and good. I 
IX ͤbeſeech you to conſider whether this be not a very near ap- 
K proach to the being aſham d of Chriſt; and if it be, how ſhall 
4 | we eſcape that dreadful Sentence which is denounced againft 
' | it, Marks. 38. V hoſoe ver ſhall be aſhamed of me; and of m 
words, in this witked and adulterom Generation, f bim clſo 
ult ſhall the Son of Man be aſhamed, when be cometh in tbe glory 
of bis Father with the holy Angels, This Minds me of the 
3d, And laſt Direction, which is, That we muſt be rhorough= 
ly perfwaded that the right condut# of our ſelves, in the point 
of Soctety, it 4 Matter of the 150 moment and importance; 
Does not the Scripture plainly ſuggeſt this, when our Savi- 
our tells us, Matth. 12. That by our Words ae ſhall be juſtified, 
and by our Words we ſhall be condemned. And St. James tells 
us, James 3.2. If any Man offend not in Word; the ſame i 
a perfect Man. And *tis no wonder the Scripture lay ſo great 
a ſtreſs, or ſets ſo great a value on the due government of the 
Tongue, ſince nothing tends more to the pleafing of God, to 
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er add -jorgrelt'of Religion, and to,fhe forming the Ws als bf 
dies. A520 J the forming every Münte particular . . 40 1 
die hig enduzh: One thing here I will oply remark; never was there = | 
more illaftrioys Proof of the Efficacy of Religious Convyerſation than in 
= *the/Frimitive Times. Next to that of the Spirit of God' it ſelf the Chri- 
. ſſtians found no greater Support under all their Trials, than what they de- 
_zived from their vptual Incouragements and Exhortations of one another, 
Aud 1 do not queſtion, but that Religious Friendſhip would be as uſeful 
vo to preſerve us againſt the Snares and Pleaſures ot. Sin, as ir was then 
0 uphold them under their fiery Trials and Afflictions, were our Diſcaurſes 
nos actuated by the ſame Spirit theirs were then. As to the pleaſing God; 
muſt not God, zhink you, be as well pleas'd with our talking of, and mag+ 
nifying his wondrous Works in our familiar Converſations with one ano- 
ther, 28 with our praiſing or extolling him in our Cloſets ?+ and muſt not 
the regard and feverence which we teſtifie for him in Company, be as ac- 
- ceptivle to him as our private Adorations? ſpring they not from the ſame 
{ Principle; aud is not the one as ſubſervient (to ſay no more] to his Glory, 
' as the other? As to the Honour and Intereſt of Religion, nothing can 
more effectually promote ir than the giving a frequent and publick Teſti- 
mwony of dur Value for it. Which way can we more clearly convince the 
World the Excellence and Vertue of it? Which way can we more eff, 
Eually, Propagate in one another the Love of it, than by making it appear 
the moulded and form'd our Souls into the Image of God; = 
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ee our Throughts, and refin d our Converſation? But on t 
nd, if we have no regard to our Talk, if we think this a Matter 


a 


eſcquence, we cannor but think we ſhall be called to a ſtrict ac- 
cou r it in another World; the Day is coming when the Lord will 
* full 65 promiſe, Mal. 3. Aud the Lord har kened and heard, and a Book p 
Ne „ Wembrance was written, and they ſhall be mine, ſaith the Lord, in x 
Re hat Bay when I make up my Jewels, The Day is coming when God will 
'* - Exete the Threat denounce in the Apoſtle 7ude, Behold the Lord comet 
wi ten Touſand of his Saints, to execute judgment upon all, to convince \, 
*, *.» Them that are ungodly among us, of all their ungodly deeds which they 
\ + hav ungodly committed; and of all their hard ſpeeches which ungod * 
„ Smet Woe foken againſt him. e 4 + OY 
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